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The Mid-Eastern Regional Conference on Gender and Marginalisation in Mid-Eastern 

India was held on November 29-30, 2024, at Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee University in 

Ranchi. The conference was jointly organized by the Indian Association for Women's Studies 

(IAWS), Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee University, and Guru Nanak College, Dhanbad. 

The event started with inaugural session on 29th November 2024 in the academic block 

auditorium of Dr. Shyama Prasad Mukherjee University, followed by six technical sessions and 

panel discussion. 

On day-2, the conference had six more technical sessions on various sub-themes followed by 

thought provoking panel discussion. 

The discussions addressed the important issues related to the upliftment and equality of 

marginalised section of the society. It included not only the women but the third gender also. 

The event brought together scholars, activists, policymakers, and community leaders to discuss 

the unique socio-economic dynamics and historical struggles of the Mid-Eastern region, which 

includes Jharkhand, Chhattisgarh, and Bihar. The conference focused on themes such as 

development and displacement, livelihood and migration, empowering marginalized 

communities, health & education inequalities, violence  & discrimination, social 

movements and many more relevant issues. 

Key sessions included: 

• Inaugural Session:  

o Keynote speech by Prof Harishwar Dayal, Member, Finance Commission, 

Jharkhand and opening remarks. 



o Chaired by Prof. Tapan Kumar Sandilya, Hon’ble Vice- Chancellor, Dr. Shyama 

Prasad Mukherjee University, Ranchi 

o  Vote of Thanks: Dr. Sanjay Prasad, Principal Guru Nanak College 

• Technical Sessions: Presentations on various sub-themes like development, 

displacement, and women's participation in grassroots development. 

• Panel Discussions: Engaging discussions on the role of regional political parties and 

NGOs in empowering marginalized communities. By eminent scholars, researchers, 

professors, historians and social activists. 

Key highlights  

• The conference was Co-organised by Guru Nanak College Dhanbad and had 

made important contributions also in the execution of the conference. 

• Principal of Guru Nanak College Dhanbad Dr Sanjay Prasad was among 

invited chair persons of the inaugural session. Also, he delivered the formal vote 

of thanks on behalf of the entire organisers. He also talked about the relevance 

of the conference and how such discussions can put remarkable feats in 

changing the perspective of the society toward marginalised group. 

• Prof. Pushpa Tewari, Coordinator, BCA, Guru Nanak College was invited 

to be the chairperson of Technical Session-10 whose Sub-Theme was “Health 

and Education Systems and Inequalities”. After all the presentations were held, 

she summed up the session by suggesting the necessary improvement needed in 

the papers of the research scholars of that session and also in her talk she 

highlighted the participation of women in sports of Jharkhand in various state, 

national and international level without much amenities provided to them. Also, 

she discussed that despite this the irony of absence of women in administrative 

posts of Jharkhand sports association is a matter of distress.    She spoke about 

successful community-led initiatives aimed at improving health and education 

outcomes for marginalized women and girls 

• Prof Sadhna Kumari Singh, Assistant Professor, Dept. Of Economics, Guru 

Nanak College, Dhanbad was deputed as the moderator of technical Session-

10 and she moderated the session very well by coordinating among the 

presenters.  



The conference aimed to highlight the experiences of women and other gender 

identities from this region, who often face dispossession and discrimination but also 

play a central role in resistance movements. 
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